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TAGS: OVIP, MY, US 

SUBJECT: DATIN SUHAILAH'S PROGRAM IN THE U.S. 

REF: (A) KUALA LUMPUR 5925; (B) STATE 199424; 

(C) 76 KUALA LUMPUR 1250; (D) 76 KUALA LUMPUR 1219 

1 . WE DO NOT WISH TO INSERT OURSELVES INTO THE COORDINATION 
BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT AND THE MALAYSIAN EMBASSY ON THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S VISIT. HOWEVER, FURTHER TO REF A, THE FOLLOWING 
COMMENT BY DATIN SUHAILAH TO THE AMBASSADOR'S WIFE DURING THE 
LATTER’S COURTESY CALL SEPT 1 1 MAY BE USEFUL: 

A. DATIN SUHAILAH EXPRESSED INTEREST IN SEEING SOME 
OF THE COUNTRYSIDE AROUND WASHINGTON, AND SEEMED 
TAKEN BY THE SUGGESTION OF A VISIT TO MOUNT VERNON, 

WHICH SHE SAID SHE HAD NOT SEEN ON PREVIOUS VISITS 
TO WASHINGTON. 

B. SHE DID NOT EXPRESS INTEREST IN VISITS TO PARTI- 
CULAR ACTIVITIES IN SOCIAL OR CHARITY FIELDS, BUT 
DID SAY SHE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN SEEING THINGS 
THAT WOULD BE USEFUL AND APPLICABLE TO 
MALAYSIA. 
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C. SHE IS SUPPORTING A PROJECT HERE INVOLVING A 
CHILDREN'S LIBRARY, AND IS INTERESTED IN 
COLLECTING CHILDREN'S BOOKS IN ENGLISH FOR 
AGES 4-10. PERHAPS CONSIDERATION MIGHT BE 
GIVEN TO A PRESENTATION OF SUCH BOOKS TO HER 
WHILE SHE IS IN WASHINGTON, OR TO A VISIT TO 
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A SIMILAR PROJECT IN THE WASHINGTON AREA. 

2. BASED ON AN EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF OUR FILES, WE WERE 
ABLE TO GLEAN THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON 
DATIN SUHAILAH'S PERSONAL INTERESTS. AS NOTED REF A, SHE 
IS VERY MUCH A HOUSEWIFE INTERESTED IN DOMESTIC HOUSE- 
HOLD CONCERNS. ALONG THIS LINE, SHE ENJOYS COOKING, 

GROWING AND ARRANGING FLOWERS, AND COLLECTING ANTIQUES, 
GLASSWARE AND POTTERY. SHE IS INTERESTED IN WOMEN'S 
ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIAL WORK, SPECIFICALLY BEING INVOLVED 
IN THE GIRL FUIDES (GIRL SCOUTS) MOVEMENT IN MALAYSIA 

(SHE IS PRESIDENT). PER NOTE 1-B ABOVE, SHE IS PARTI 
CULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE EDUCATION OF THE YOUNG, 

ESPECIALLY PRE-SCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN- AGE CHILDRE,. 

THIS SUGGESTS VISITS TO DAY-CARE CENTERS OR NURSERIES, 

CHILDREN S HOSPITALS. OR ORPHANAGES WOULD BE IN LINE 
WITH HER INTERESTS. (SEE ALSO REFS C AND D FOR ADDITIONAL 
BACKGROUND ON DATIN SUHAILAH.) 

3. DATIN SUHAILAH, BORN IN THE STATE OF JOHORE 26 OCT 
1931, HAS 6 CHILDREN: 2 BOYS AND 4 GIRLS. ONE OF HER 
DAUGHTERS, 26- YEAR-OLD SURAIYA HANI BINTI DATUK HUSSEIN, 
GRADUATED WITH A MEDICAL DEGREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MALAYA THIS PAST JUNE. ANOTHER DAUGHTER IS AN ATTORNEY IN PENANG. 

4. TENGKU NOR AINI BINTI TENGKU AHMAD ZAINAL ABIDIN. 
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THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S WIFE, TENGKU NOR AINI, 39 
(B. 5 NOV 1938) IS A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL FAMILY OF THE 
STATE OF KELANTAN. SHE WAS EDUCATED AT ZAINAB ENGLISH 
SCHOOL, KOTA BHARU, KELANTAN. SHE MARRIED TENGKU 
RITHAUDDEEN, HER COUSIN, IN 1957. THEY HAVE FIVE CHILDREN. 

HER HOBBIES ARE ORCHID GROWING, GARDENING AND HOME 
DECORATING/INTERIOR DESIGN. (BEFORE SHE WAS MARRIED SHE 
APPARENTLY HAD WANTED TO STUDY ARCHITECTURE.) SHE ALSO 
COLLECTS ANTIQUES AND OBJETS D' ART. AMONG HER TRAVELS 
ABROAD WITH HER HUSBAND HAVE BEEN TRIPS TO TURKEY AND 
IRAQ. 

MILLER 
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